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Lincoln's Inn Fields, Feb. 9, 1721; but after two
representations, on that and the following evening,
was laid aside. In Dec. 1723, King Henry V2. was
announced for representation, " on Shakspeare's foun-
dation," and performed at Drury Lane six times in
that month; after which we hear of it no more: and
on Feb. 26, 1737, King John was revived at Covent
Garden. Neither of these plays, I believe, had been
exhibited from the time of the downfall of the stage.
At the same theatre our poet's second part of King
Henry IV, which had for fifty years been driven from
the scene by the play which Mr. Betterton substituted
in its place, resumed its station, being produced at
Covent Garden, Feb. 16, 1738; and on the 23d of
the same month Shakspeare's King Henry V. was
performed there as originally written, after an inter-
val, if the theatrical advertisement be correct, of forty
years, In the following March the same company
once exhibited The First part of King Henry VI, for
the first time, as they asserted, for fifty years3, As
You Like It was announced for representation at
Drury Lane, December 20, 1740, as not having been
acted for forty years, and represented twenty-six times
in that season. At Goodman's Fields, Jan. 15,1741,
The Winter's Tale was announced as not having been
acted for one hundred years; but was not equally suc-
cessful, being only performed nine times. At Drury
Lane, Feb. 14, 1741, The Merchant of Venice,
which I believe, had not been acted for one hundred
years, was once more restored to the scene by Mr.
Macklin, who on that night first represented Shylock;
a part which for near fifty years he has performed

* This was by Aaron Hill.    REED.

3 King Henry VI. altered from Shakspeare by Theophilus
Cibber, was performed by a summer company at Drury Lane,
July 5,, 1723 ; but it met with no success, being represented
onlv once.